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They slaughtered the beasts of burden, eating as much as possible in order to acquire strength ; afterwards they slept. Some prayed, turning themselves towards different constellations.
The Carthaginians were first on the battle-field. They rubbed the surface of their bucklers with oil, to make the arrows glance off more easily ; the foot-soldiers who had long hair, prudently cut it off close over the forehead ; and Hamilcar, as early as the fifth hour, ordered his men to overturn all the bowls, knowing the disadvantage of entering a combat with too full stomachs. His army amounted to fourteen thousand men, about double the entire number of the Barbarians. Still he had never experienced an equal anxiety : if he succumbed, it would certainly be the annihilation of the B,e-pxiblic, and he would perish on the cross; if lie triumphed, on the contrary, by the Pyrenees, Gaul, and the Alps, he would conquer Italy, and tfte empire of the Barcas would become eternal. Twenty times (hiring the night he got up to survey everything personally, even to the most minute details. As for the Carthaginians, they were exasperated by the prolonged terror.
NaiT1 Havas doubted the fidelity of his Numi-dianfl ; furthermore, he thought that the Barbarians might conquer them; a strange weakness possessed him, and every moment he quaffed large cups of water,
A man whom ho did not know, opened his tent, ami placed on the ground a crown oi' rock salt, ornamented with hieratic designs made in sulphur, and of mother-of-pearl. One bent sometimes